Barrhill Community Profile -   1901

The Girvan and Portpatrick Junction Railway company ran the first trains through Barrhill in October 1877 and this rail service, as well as its construction, must have had a considerable impact.

Rev R Lawson,  in Places of Interest about Girvan 1892, describes the village.

“Barrhill is a village in the moors and in pre-railway days, was somewhat primitive in its appearance. But quite recently it has got a brush-up and can now boast of a neat parish church with organ, as well as a Free Church, and school, bank, shops etc. Still there is a breezy freshness and a moorland aspect about it which is refreshing to a townsman, while the smell of peats and the sound of waters is everywhere.” 

In 1901, within an area close to the Barrhill district we know today,  there were a total of 189 occupied dwellings and a population of 961. In the village, there were 62 dwellings,  housing 302 residents- i.e. an average of about 5 per household.  There were 659 residents in the outlying farms and cottages.

The  profession or occupation recorded for village residents, indicates the community was essentially self-sufficient with the village providing most of the communities services and there would have been little need to travel. The situation must have seemed very stable since many of the trades within the village included three generations; a retired blacksmith, a blacksmith and an apprentice blacksmith.

 Clearly there must have been much construction work to have employed 5 joiners and 8 masons.. Out of the village, occupations were almost entirely agricultural, with the exception of more railway workers,  dyers and the occasional gentry.  (1901 Census data ex South Ayrshire Local History library.)
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