Barrhill Community Council


 Minutes of Meeting held 28th February 2007
DRAFT
1. Sederunt: Committee: Duncan Barr (DB) (Chair), Frank Claytonsmith (FC), Dave Holtom (DH), Fionnadh Ratchford (FR) Tommy Donnelly (TD), David Farmery (DF), Clare Kennedy (CK)

In Attendance: Cllr. Paul Torrance (Cllr.T), South Ayrshire Council (SAC), 

Members of Public: 8 
Action




2. Apologies: Vincent Hughes (VH), Peter Linton (PL), PC Eccles(Strathclyde Police)





3. Minutes of January 07 Meeting: Approved: FC,  Seconded: DB





4. SCARF update: Tricia Irving gave a very positive outline of the research carried out to date and copies of the preliminary report were handed out for CC members. A final report is to be presented at a special meeting before the end of March 07.





5. Windfarms: DH outlined recent results of the Barrhill Development Association (BDA). Alan Tuffs of the STAR group was helping members to submit a proposal for Lottery Funding. Cllr. T. outlined how the RSPA may be able to provide other funds, and similarly from the Forestry Commission and Communities Scotland. The money from Force9 has now been received and everyone is delighted with the progress of this group to date. A letter of concern about the proposed Arecleoch windfarm has been sent to Energy Consents. Cllr T. stated that this windfarm proposal may not go to SAC planning until after March. A meeting was held with Peter Scot who gave an update on his report. ScottishPower have funded him to continue, allowing the Arecleoch site to be taken into consideration along with any local changes. A discussion took place surrounding the Carrick Way proposal. Concern was raised that Barrhill should be part of the route and not just an offshoot. It was decided that this matter is to be raised at the Carrick Community Council Forum (CCCF). 





6. CCCF: The CCCF has been constituted to allow the exchange of ideas, views and to learn from the Community Council’s of South Carrick, a good idea given the challenges that face this area. Notes from the CCCF will be put on: www.barrhill.org.uk
Recently, a SWOT Analysis was carried out by members of the CCCF. To see if these results were representative of the wards, further sheets were to be handed out to individual CC. These were handed out by FC. DH objected to this and did not take part, as he felt that amongst other issues, that it was undertaken too soon and was misguided. An Awards for All application is being made through Horizons to help fund this.

A letter of opposition was read out accusing this forum of, amongst other things, not being democratic and fraudulent behaviour. This situation was discussed and a vote taken:  to write a letter to the respondent, noting their comments; to seek legal clarification from Alison Nelson of SAC; and to raise this issue at the CCCF. The motion was carried 6 to 1. It is noted that DF voted against the motion, that the CC should not respond to the letter at all.
FC,

CCCF members




7. Candidatures for Councillors: SAC’s list for Community Councillors has now closed.





8. Register of interests: Sheets have now been received from all current CC except DA.





9. Martyrs’ Tomb Walk: DB will talk to John Strain regarding an update on tree felling.
DB




10. Planning applications: Glenalty’s planning application was turned down.



Action

11. Correspondence: A map was received and shown outlining the Barrhill CC boundary. 

Alec Oattes, SNP candidate, requested permission to attend CC meetings and to speak if asked. John McDowell of the Labour Party is to be invited to the next meeting.

An update on Health Care facillities was received from Cathy Jamieson, MSP. A letter is to be written requesting further information concerning the state, number and response time of the Scottish Ambulance Service after concerns were raised.

A petition was received from Cathy Jamieson to improve local bus Services. Concerns were raised concerning the state of Kings Travel buses and a letter is to be written to Cathy Jamieson and SAC’s Education Department as pupil’s travel on this bus service to school. Cllr. T. will raise these issues with SPT.

The Scottish Parliament is carrying out consultation concerning the loss of Post Offices. It was noted that a piloted “Post Office in a bag” scheme has been successful in Dumfries and Galloway. Cllr. T. will highlight this opportunity for South Ayrshire.

The next Tenants and Residents Form concerning Drugs, Alcohol and Smoking is to take place on Wednesday 7th March.

We received an invitation to the AGM of Carrick Community Transport Group which coincided with the evenings meeting. We were invited to a screening of “An inconvenient truth” shown by SAC. Information regarding recent SAC committee meetings were received.
FC Cllr. T

Cllr. T




12. Police: No crimes or traffic accidents have been recorded. A problem of dog fouling in areas where children play is under investigation with SAC. An organism transmitted in faeces can cause blindness in children. Residents are asked to contact PC Eccles with any information. A recent speed trap had a negative result.
All




13. A.O.B. Council Members: Regarding ways to improve parking facilities at the railway station. FC has written to the Registrar of Scotland to find out who owns the former goods yard.

It was noted that the use of computers and Broadband at the Memorial Hall has been shelved due to lack of support. This situation will need re-evaluating as some of our areas may not receive Broadband in the near future. It was agreed to transfer ownership of www.barrhill.org.uk to the BDA.

The road conditions around Barrhill continue to cause concern. One area needing clarification is the proposed Railhead, as this was supposed to take a lot of forestry transport from the roads. A letter is to be written to Gibson McDonald, Cathy Jamieson, Network Rail, Sandra Osborne, Tavish Scott and Douglas Alexander, Ministry of Transport.

The Review of the Educational Estate was discussed. Some CC members attended a meeting held by the School Board regarding this issue. It was highlighted that it is more than twice as expensive to educate a child at Barrhill than in Ayr. If we do not support local education, then an incremental erosion of local schools could occur. DH suggested that we should raise the priority of a local education for all, rather than look at how we can make our situation more cost effective. Anyone with any interest or ideas in the future of Barrhill Primary School is urged to attend a further informal meeting on Monday 5th March 2007 at the School, from 7-8pm. Further local meetings for South Ayrshire are to be held later this month in Colmonell and Dailly.  Ideas can be put forward at the meetings, via SAC’s website or by letter to the Council. Everyone is urged to record their views. A letter of support is to be written.
FC

DB, DH

FC

All

FC




14. A.O.B.  Members of the Public: The plight of a significant local red squirrel population was raised. Residents are urged to record sightings of both red and grey squirrels.
All




15. Dates of next meetings: Wed. 28th March and Wednesday 25th April 7:30pm
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