BARRHILL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES
Meeting 24th January 2008

Approved


	1.
	Sederunt

Council:

Frank Claytonsmith(FC), David Farmery(DF), Adrien Goodhall(AD), 

Dave Holtom(DH), Vincent Hughes(VH), Clare Kennedy(CK), 

Fionnadh Ratchford(FR) 
Attending:
PC Ramsay Eccles(RE), Cllr John McDowall(JMcD) Peter Linton (PL)
Public:  4


	

	2.
	Apologies
Duncan Barr(DB), Tommy Donnelly(TD) 
	

	3.


	Minutes meeting 27th November 2007

Approved: FR

Seconded: AG


	

	4.
	School Headmistress

Mrs Templeton the new headmistress was introduced to the CC.


	

	5.
	Doctor’s surgery hours

 An email from Dr Maxwell requested a meeting with the CC to discuss his proposed changes at the surgery.

Agreed to invite him to next meeting and to advise him to hold an open public meeting.

A copy of the email to be circulated to CC members.


	FR

	6.
	Community Funding Meeting at Brunston Castle

An invitation has been received from Scottish Power, through Horizons, for four representatives to attend this day-long workshop meeting along with representatives from other local CCs.

TD, DH, AG and FR to attend.  The BDA have a similar invitation.

  
	

	7.
	BDA Update

An information booklet on the work of the Community Futures Programme has been prepared and will be shortly distributed to every Barrhill household.

The first AGM is due to held on 13th Feb 2008 at which it is expected that there will be a recommendation on starting the procedure to set up a community company.  PL stressed the importance of setting up the correct relationship between this company and the CC, the official arm of government.  There was considerable discussion on this point.  It was agreed that the setting up process would be a consultative process with perhaps many iterations before a final set of Articles of Association were agreed. 

DH has written to Energy Agency to express his disappointment over the exclusion of Barrhill from their home insulation project currently being carried out in Girvan. They are exploring other sources of funding.  A project for Barrhill could be incorporated into the Community Action plan.

Alan Tufts of the STAR Group has donated a copying machine.  It was agreed that the CC should fund the cost of the consumables but that it should be used by CC and BDA members only.  PL to confirm that this is acceptable to SAC.


	DH

PL

	8.
	Funding Opportunites

£2k is available from the Civic Pride fund and £2.5K from the RSPA.

After much discussion it was agreed to allocate:

Bowing Club:                   £1500

Indoor Bowls:                  £1000

Playgroup:                       £1000

Community Association to hold for Community Gardening Project run with Barrhill Primary School: £1000


	FR

	9.
	Themed CC Meetings

Following on from the findings of the SCARF project, FR queried whether or not the CC should be covering in turn each one of the leading subjects, Business, Tourism, Environment, Youth and Retail, as a principal theme in successive CC meetings.  After discussion it was accepted that this was likely to be covered by working groups set up by the BDA in the Community Futures Programme.

  
	

	10.
	Planning Applications

Queensland Caravan Park have submitted an application for approval of engineering works as part of a plan to extend the number of pitches to the number for which they already have planning approval.  They have requested a letter of support from the CC.

Jo Russell gave further information and clarification.

There was CC discussion with JR not present, in which it was agreed that the CC could not be seen to be partial.  JR was duly informed.

PL agreed to seek some clarification of the relevant issues from the Planning Department.

There were no other relevant applications to consider.


	PL

	11.
	Correspondence

There was a large volume of correspondence, of which the most significant were:

Cathy Jamieson to have meeting with CEO of Scotrail re- Car Park extension raised by the CC.

Audrey Greenwood from SAC is progressing the proposed Car Park next to the school.

SAC Rural Development Panel invite to meeting 28th Feb.  DF to attend.

Alison Nelson SAC re-vacancies and possible elections on CC.  PL to clarify.

Angela Reddington of ScottishPower EnergyNetworks offering to come to speak at a CC meeting.  Agreed.

Burns ‘n a’ that. Invitation to workshop.  No interest.

Funding opportunities for celebrating R. Burns 250th anniversary.  Noted.

SAC review of polling places.  Noted.

SAC retirement of CEO.  G. Peterkin to deputise in the interim.  Noted.

SAC offer to provide 1 day PC and internet course.  Noted.

SAC Tenants and Residents Forum, minutes of last meeting.

Parliamentary News.  Available on internet.

Cathy Jamieson letter, Community Wardens to be financed via CCs.

Sandra Osborne wants to set up an Open Day to inform residents about impending digital TV.  Public notice required.

Water Watch offer to take up water supply issues.  FC already in communication.

SAC meetings for Council members.

	DF

PL

FR

FR

FC

	12.
	Police

PC Ramsay Eccles said that two crimes had been reported, one resolved and one still on-going.  In addition there had been one minor road accident.

FC queried information about the car which had crashed into the stone dyke at Knockycoid Farm and abandoned.  RE will investigate.

 
	RE

	13.
	A.O.B. – Council Members

DH reported that SAC Planning are under-resourced and there are delays in dealing with some of the actions arising out of the applications by Force 9 and Scottish Power.  These delays could impact their plans and finance provisions.  It was agreed to email Cathy Jamieson expressing our concerns.

DF queried progress on issue of toilet provision.  He claimed that a lay-by on the A714 is now regularly being used as a toilet.  JMcD reported that toilet provision was an issue elsewhere and that SAC were looking at the possibility of a budget specifically for this.

AG reported an obvious increase in litter strewn along the high street and asked what could be done.  There was acknowledgement of the problem and it was agreed to make it a major agenda item in the next meeting.

DH commented on the route of ScottishPower EnergyNetworks’ planned powerline near the campsites.  The proposed dog-leg meant that the line would be obtrusively visible from the sites and road and that any suggestion of riverside walks would be futile.  DH amended CC letter suggesting that the plan for the line was returned to its original path without this dog-leg.  Agreed and amended letter to be resent to CC members.

FC reported obtaining copies of the Carrick Way Newsletter which were passed around.

CK suggested that the CC send a letter of welcome to the new owners of the shop in the village.  Agreed.

DH complained about the awful mess left on the B7027 by the company which recently cleared the ditches.  PL to investigate.

 
	DH

JMcD

FR

FR
FR

PL



	14.
	A.O.B. – Public

The same issue of mess left by company clearing ditches on the B7027.


	

	15.
	Dates of next meetings

28th February 2008

27th March 2008
Both meetings start at 7.30pm, Barrhill Memorial Hall


	


1

