BARRHILL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES
Meeting 27th March 2008

Approved

	1
	Sederunt

Council:

Frank Claytonsmith(FC), Tommy Donnelly(TD), David Farmery(DF), Dave Holtom(DH), Adrian Goodall(AD), Vinnie Hughes(VH), Fionnadh Ratchford(FR)

Attending:
Peter Linton(PL) of S.A.C., Cllr John McDowall(JMcD),

Richard Carr(RC) and Sue Cartlidge of SAYSLA

Public:  5


	

	2
	Apologies
Duncan Barr(DB), PC Ramsay Eccles(RE) Clare Kennedy

	

	3
	Minutes meeting 28th February 2008

Approved: DF

Seconded: FC


	

	4
	SAYLSA (Stranraer to Ayr Line Support Association)

RC gave a presentation in which he described the setting up and the objectives of this group.  The services on this line, which runs through Barrhill, have been allowed to decline in recent years and is only kept running via a government grant to maintain a link between the Irish ferries at Stranraer and Glasgow.  There was great concern that if ferries services were to move to Cairnryan it would spell the end of the line.

The association is trying to promote the line to potential users, Network Rail, SPT and the Scottish Executive with a view to increasing investment and use (passenger and freight).  RC mentioned the poor coordination of train and bus timetables,  the difficulties of getting to and from the station with possible solutions, car parking and the importance of the station for walks and tourism in the Barrhill area.  He also said that the association were looking at the possibility of the station building gaining listed status.

FC and FR updated RC on the work done to date about the station car park.

It was agreed that this rail link is important to Barrhill and that the CC should liaise closely with the association – Adrian Goodall. 


	AG

	5
	Updates

Windfarms:

JMcD had no further information from Nick Larkin (S.A.C.) in regard to negotiations with Scottish Power about community benefit funding.

It was agreed that the CC group set up last month’s meeting should meet as soon as possible.  DH proposed that we would talk first to Nick Larkin before any approach is made to Scottish Power.

Surgery:

At the last meeting, FR was tasked with writing to Ballantrae Medical Practice regarding CC concerns and asked the CC to identify these. FR reported Dr. Maxwell had later apologised for being unable to attend the last CC meeting. FR attended a public meeting with Dr Maxwell on 4th March with an attendance of about 30 people comprising a good cross-section of the community.  The tone of the meeting was very civil with a general acceptance of the proposals put forward for change. There was considerable discussion amongst CC members and members of the public. It was agreed that a letter would be sent to Dr. Maxwell requesting more information on numbers of patients and appointments of Barrhill compared to Ballantrae.

Car Park:

FR and TD have had a meeting with Bert Hopson of S.A.C. Mr. Hopson said that S.A.C. own the land. This ground could be leased. Under this lease, one could create a car park.  For this to happen S.A.C. would have to put it out to tender. It would then have to be put to the Scottish Ministers to agree a rental. It would be likely that this would be at a nominal agricultural price.  This rent would be renewed every 5 years, but a rate that would not reflect any improvement. It would need to go before SAC committee’s in early summer. FR stated that for Barrhill to gain funding to finance a car park, a long lease of at least 25 years would be required. Subsequently, FR had found 2 S.A.C. Reports: Report by Director of Environment, Land and Property to Economic and Tourism Development Committee of 25 February 2003 and Report by Director of Environment, Land and Property to Lifelong Learning Committee of 9 April 2003 that SAC had plans and budget for the creation of a car park to be completed by August 2003 under School Travel Plans. This begs the question “what happened to the money allocated”.  PL confirmed that the land was purchased by S.A.C. but that he is unaware of an existing plan and that probably the money as such never existed.  He will investigate further.  FR will pursue the issue with Bert Hopson further. 

Speeding vehicles:

FR gave a summary of her campaign to stop speeding through the village, Brake 4 Barrhill Primary School.  Considerable publicity has been generated, signatures are still being collected obtained on the petition to add to the already not inconsiderable large number.  A speed monitoring system was being installed from which information would be obtained to enable decisions to be made on the best approach:

· repair 20mph signs (expensive)

· extend speed limit zone

· make speed limit permanent.

CC members congratulated FR on her good work.


	FR

FR

PL

FR
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	6
	Planning applications

In DB’s absence none have been received.


	DB

	7
	Correspondence

Adrian Goodall has been successfully elected and welcomed to the CC.

FR queried bounced emails from barrhill.org.  FC suggested that we all use our own domestic addresses and avoid this situation in the future.

Letter from S.A.C. confirming a plan of rationalisation to close several public toilets, including Barrhill, and use the funding saved to maintain a remaining select few.  This plan would be effective from 1st April 08 and JMcD confirmed its acceptance at S.A.C.  Considerable concern was expressed by CC members about this impending action and asked what if anything could be done.  FR referred a report she had obtained from the S.A.C. web-site which gave the financial figures for maintaining/repairing toilets in South Ayrshire, some of which seemed excessive.  JMcD suggested CC write to S.A.C. querying these figures and request information on their plans for alternative private toilet facilities.

FR questioned a reference to the transportation and storage of radio–active waste material in South West Scotland.   JMcD said that S.A.C. were similarly also concerned and had requested clarification from the Executive on this point.  He will report back to CC members when a response has been received by S.A.C. 

A letter from Cathy Jamieson said that a funding scheme called “INSPIRE” had been set up to assist with community Arts projects.  The same letter has been received by the BDA but the time-scales are too short to be of much use at the moment.

Questionnaire from Scottish Executive carrying out a survey of the Association of Scottish Community Councils (ASCC).  FC volunteered to complete.

Other correspondence has been received:

Ayrshire Red Squirrel Group has signage available for the entrance to walks and would like to attend a meeting.
Information from South Ayrshire Public Partnership Forum through the NHS regarding training and Diabetes Support Groups was received. 

Forestry Commission consultation on climate change.
Maybole CC’s request for suggestion to drop sub-wards.
S.A.C. Year of Home Coming funding available, contact Alison Blair 01292 616135.

Information on the changes to Planning Legislation from the Scottish Government Link to be passed on to CC members.
SAC Community Sub Warding review to start shortly.
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	8
	Police

A written report had been received from PC Eccles in his absence.  Two crimes have been reported with enquiries continuing.  There has been one traffic accident.


	RE
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	A.O.B. – CC members

FC, DF and DH all raised the issue of the large number of bad potholes in the A714, B7027 and the unclassified road to Barjarg and Barwinnock.  JMcD agreed to pursue with S.A.C. roads department.

FC stated that he had made enquiries about the work on the bell-mouths on the B7027 where  it is crossed by the forest road from Arnimeen.  Apparently this work is to improve the road safety aspects at the crossing.

FC reported the concern of residents along the B7027 about the high volume of heavy timber traffic.  One of the reasons for creating the forest road to Arnimeen was to take this traffic to the A714 and thus avoid the narrow lightly constructed B7027.  It was agreed that a letter should be sent to the Forestry Commission.
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	A.O.B. – Public

It was reported that following a call for an ambulance, an ambulance arrived but with only a driver.  The driver was unable to lift the patient and as he was alone he was unable to provide any medical assistance and another ambulance was sent for. Further details will be obtained from Margaret Martin

 
	FR

	11
	Dates of next meetings

                        24th April

                        29th May  - AGM  (PL to supply information.)

                           Both meetings start at 7.30 pm in Memorial Hall
	PL


