Barrhill Community Council


 Minutes of Meeting held 29th October 2007

1. 
Sederunt:


Committee: Duncan Barr(DB) (Chair), Frank Claytonsmith(FC), Tommy Donnelly(TD), Vincent Hughes(VH), Clare Kennedy(CK),  Fionnadh Ratchford(FR)

In Attendance: Cllr. John McDowell(JMcD), Peter Linton(PL),

Iain Johnson(IJ) of SAC Planning  

Members of Public: 7

2.
Apologies: 

 David Farmery (DF), Cllrs. I. Fitzsimmons (IF),  Alec Oates(AO),  PC Eccles

3.
Minutes of June Meeting:

Approved:
TD

Seconded:
DB

4. Minutes of August Meeting:

Approved:
DB
Seconded: 
FR

5. Matters arising:

Covered in agenda items.

6.
Local Plan  
There was a lively discussion with Iain Johnson of  Planning S.A.C.

FR explained that the CC wanted to look at the whole area of planning in light of future outcomes of the impending work of the BDA.

IJ clarified the role of his department’s work and current position with regard to planning documents and future possible developments.  The latest planning document (yellow book) is due to circulated to CCs in the next few weeks and is currently available on the SAC website.  It was originally intended to be available in 2002 but for various reasons has been delayed until now.  It does therefore reflect the thinking at that time.  This plan is overlayed by a Structure Plan which sets out the general government policies but will not be ready until the end of this year.

DH explained the role of the BDA with the intention to produce a Community Action Plan within 5-6 months.

CC members expressed their concerns about possible clashes of respective plans.

IJ reassured CC members that because any plans coming in the future from BDA were to be based on local research and community driven they would not be restricted/confined by SAC planning policies.

IJ added that a new Planning Act was coming into force in bits but that the main tranche would be in place during 2008.

IJ welcomed the discussion and looked forward to further dialogue with the CC and BDA.

7. Updates:

BDA

An open meeting is to be held on 29th November to launch the next stage of community participation in the development of Barrhill through the work of the BDA led by the STAR group. Speakers will be invited from other Developments Trusts. All are invited to attend.
Railway

News that the proposed new port at Cairnryan has been cancelled means that there is now less chance that the railway will be closed. The issue of the Car Park extension is continuing.
Barrhill leaflet

The BDA leaflet produced by Louba Hodgkinson is to be printed and circulated.

It was agreed to use it as a means of circulating a note to people reminding of their responsibilities with respect to litter, to dog owners about dog fouling in public places.

RSPA (£2500)

So far only the Bowling Club have responded with a written funding request.It is known that the Play Group need a shed and that the Indoor Bowls group wish to apply. A letter to be sent to Chris Doyle of SAC confirming a wish to participate in the scheme with names of clubs and as much detail as possible of their financial needs. Poster to be displayed informing all interested parties to respond in writing to the Secretary by the 23rd November with a detailed breakdown of costs. Applications would be considered by all of the Community Council who will advise SAC.
Car Park

It has been realised that there could be difficulties in obtaining money from funding sources if the land is seen to be owned by SAC.  There was discussion on ways and means of dealing with this issue.  It was agreed that further communication with John Viviane of SAC was needed.

Arnsheen Park

PL reported that SAC are not interested in the purchase of the park.   There was discussion on possible alternatives, including a community purchase, using Civic Pride money to pay for bridge repair, etc.  It became obvious that nothing concrete could be proposed until more information was available on general annual running costs (including liability insurance) and bridge repair costs.

Educational Review

A letter has been received from Mike McCabe of SAC stating that the review had reached a further stage now in which schools had been placed into one of two categories:

1) significant further review needed and 2). very little change required.

Barrhill Primary School has been placed in category 2. DB expressed his view that everyone involved in putting forward the strong case for retaining our school should be commended for their excellent work. FC suggested that this news should be publicised a much as possible, website/newsletter. 

8. Community Council Future:

Councillor attendance at CC meetings

CK repeated her view that all three local councillors should attend CC meetings.

JMcD stated that this was virtually impossible for practical reasons but understood fully the CC’s  concerns.

DH asked if the ideal of one councillor might be possible with agreement that it might not be possible for the whole year.

JMcD said that he would have further discussions with his other councillor colleagues, IF and AO, and report back at the next meeting.

SCARF appraisal re-CC

It was agreed that next year’s CC meetings would include at least one aspect of improving Barrhill as requested by the residents (taken from the SCARF results and prioritised by the CC).
CC Member Vacancy

The previous agreement to advertise the vacancy had not occurred.  It was agreed to rectify immediately. Posters will be displayed and interested residents are invited to apply in writing to the Secretary by the 23rd November 2007 and these will be considered at the next CC meeting.
CC member attendance

FC drew attention to some poor attendance records.  These make it difficult for the CC to function properly.  In the last 12 months one meeting has been cancelled and two others did not have a quorum.

Carrick Forum

CK has had to resign from her position as one of the three CC representatives at the Carrick Forum.  It was agreed that DH would take her place for a while depending on his work load.

9. Planning applications

Applications have been approved :


-Knockycoid Cottage


-Queensland Holiday Park 

An application to build a new house near the same holiday park has been rejected.

A new application has been lodged for changes in land use behind the Trout Inn.

10. Correspondence 


There has been significant amount of correspondence of which the most relevant are:


-Scottish Ambulance Service in response to earlier CC letter claim that one vehicle is on standby at Girvan thereby giving 24 hour coverage.  This is supplemented by a call-out service operated by the Ballantrae Health Centre.  CC members were very concerned that one vehicle very seriously limits the scope of  this service and that perhaps the assistance of the Newton Stewart service could be included.  Councillor Reid is to be invited to a future CC meeting.

- Following the invitation from the Transmission Group of Scottish Power, FR and FC attended a meeting in the hall about the proposals for a new power transmission line to connect the proposed Arrecleoch windfarm to the proposed switch centre at Mark Hill. Many aspects of the planned route of the line were discussed.  Considerable attention has been given to minimising the visual impact by following a backcloth of woodlands.  The proposal is located in the Hall reading room and Scottish Power are still open to discussion and suggestions.


· SAC have sent information about LEADER, a European Union funding initiative designed to promote rural development.  BDA also have this information and will be pursuing.

· The NHS have written to say that people who have not been registered with a dentist can now register for one course of dental service at Miller Road in Ayr.

11. Police

A written report from PC Eccles said that 2 crimes had been reported of which one had been detected and the other was being investigated.  No road accidents reported.

CK requested that the CC re-visit the subject of commuter motorists speeding through the village in the mornings and evenings.  PC Eccles will be informed.

12. A.O.B. – Council Members

TD reported that SAC had closed the public toilets on the grounds of safety concerns and the bad state of repair.  There was an angry response from CC members.  JMcD tried to explain the difficulties under which SAC were having to operate and that this was only one of many similar cases throughout the area.

The instance of the chimney of the hall was raised as being in the same vein.  However, PL announced that he had recent news that this particular job would be completed before the end of the year.  He also explained that currently SAC was faced with a £6.5M shortfall between expenditure and income.

CK requested that CC write to the leader of SAC Council to complain of the financial settlement proposed for the Chief Executive, given current Council debt.  A vote was held on this matter and it was passed by a majority.
DB proposed that at future CC meeting agendas dispense with the “Matters Arising” section and all unresolved items from the previous month’s agenda covered as standard agenda items.  CC Members were asked to print out copies of minutes and agenda’s to reduce paper waste. DB said that he would print out extra copies. 

13. A.O.B. - Public 

JMcD Asked about local arrangements for Remembrance Day.  He will provide a wreath to TD.

14.
Dates of next meetings:


-27th November 2007 and 23rd January 2008

both start at 7.30pm, Barrhill Memorial Hall
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