Barrhill Community Profile – Time Line

400 million years ago,  two land masses crashed together and Scotland became part of Britain. One local sign of this early geology is the Southern Uplands, created as one plate was forced beneath the other and sediment on the surface was scraped into a heap to form a line of hills. These hills are the southern boundary of our Barrhill area. Another sign is a geological fault, a join-line in the type of rocks of our sub-soil which runs from Glennapp and along the Tigg and Muck Valleys. Know as the Southern Upland Fault, this  line is remarkably very close  to the northern  boundary of Barrhill.

1685  The Killing Times.  Daniel McIlwrick from Alticannoch and John Murchie from Barr were caught and  shot while trying to escape along the Cross Water. The Martyrs' tomb in Barrhill, marks the spot where they died.  Matthew McIlwrith from Blair farm was chased along the banks of the Duisk and finally caught at Dangart Glen and stabbed  by the dragoons. His remains and tombstone are in Colmonell Churchyard. 

1808-1813 

Hugh Galt founded the mill within the Kildonan estate. A missing trigger finger might have prevented him from joining the war in Spain.

1825 Martyrs' tomb erected

1833  Ballochmorie, the seat of W Macadam, grandson of the celebrated road-improver, was built.

1838 R Waron of Mayfield erected a spacious dwelling on his property at Drumlamford.

1851 Population of Barrhill, 1043

October 1877, the Girvan and Portpatrick Junction Railway company ran the first trains through Barrhill.

1892 

Rev R Lawson,  in Places of Interest about Girvan 1892, describes the village.

“Barrhill is a village in the moors and in pre-railway days, was somewhat primitive in its appearance. But quite recently it has got a brush-up and can now boast of a neat parish church with organ, as well as a Free Church, and school, bank, shops etc. Still there is a breezy freshness and a moorland aspect about it which is refreshing to a townsman, while the smell of peats and the sound of waters is everywhere.” 

From 1863 to 1899 Barrhill village had their own doctor, Thomas McIlwraith

1901

David Strain increases the size of the grocers shop.

William Barr had an established joinery business

1924 Barrhill War Memorial Hall, built at a cost of £3500 was opened by Captain Wallace of Kildonnan who had granted the site.

1928 Black Clauchrie Built

1951 Mrs Mamie Eisenhower and her mother, visit the Waulkmill owned by Arthur Galt.

August 1980   Barrhill Flood

Just after midnight, as customers were leaving the Commercial, water came over the top of the bridge and came gushing down the Main Street. Jock Strain told the Gazette “I have never seen anything like it in my life.” Water flooded down as far as the Memorial Hall and up to the Galloway and cafe opposite. 

